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| can describe a picture




Describing a picture
e While studying English it is very
important to know how to describe a

picture :

o Describing a picture is a part of almost

all English exams, e. g. State Maturita
Exam, PET, FCE, etc.




Describing a picture

0 Describing a picture might be called a

picture—based discussion.

® Very often you are also asked to

compare two pictures.

® ]t is important to know the strategies

how to describe a picture.




Objective description

*Try to say what you actually see in the

picture.
® The photo/picture shows ...
* It was taken by/in ...
¢ It's a black-and-white/ coloured

picture. ..




What is where?

®In the foreground/ background you can
see ...

® In the middle/centre there are ...

* At the top/At the bottom there is ...

® On the left/right there are ...

®In the foreground/background there is




What is where?

m

in the ppr

in the middle

-
- . ' o < 3
R g Sk 0 ATy
Yt < '’y 11 -
1 - ul 2 !
.c‘ B ' b B — P' . 4 \ /'..ﬁ‘ - \ ‘
1 J 1% B » . - ‘
5 o .
‘ - - D B —
3 - .
W s A
$- . ‘.L'.'\vtaf ‘.1
' y =
MY

part

[1]




Who is doing what?

® Here you describe the people in the

picture or you say what is happening

just now. Use the Present Progressive.

® What is happening in the picture?

® What are the people in the picture
doing?

®Js it raining?




Subjective description

® You are expected to express your
opinion.

® What do you think of the picture?

® How do you feel seeing the picture?

® Would you like to be there?

® What kind of picture is it?




Subjective description

e While doing a subjective description

you can tfocus on following:

® As the picture shows a particular
moment, you can say what do you think
happened betore and what will happen

after.

o] ct you imagination run.




Subjective description

*Story.You are welcome to make up the

whole story based on the picture.

* Higher,

more general topic. You

ban also use the picture to introduce a

“higher“ topic.E.g. If you see an old

smoking :

actory, you can talk about the

topic eco.

0gy Or cnvironment.




Subjective description

®Jt seems asif ...

® The lady seems to ...

® Maybe ...

o] think ... ... might be a symbol of ...
*] (don't) like the picture because ...
® [t makes me think of ...

® The atmosphere is peaceful/ depressing




Describing a picture
® Other useful phrases:

eIn both pictures we can see young

people. .
* Both pictures show a city. ..

e In the first picture there are young
peole but 1n the other picture there
are old people. .




Describing a picture

® Both pictures are very similar. ..
® There is a huge similarity in both

pictures. ..

®* These pictures are Completely
different. ..

® The first picture is very different
from the other picture. ..




How to describe a picture

*In comparison with the first picture,

the other picture shows. ..

®The people are old Comparing to the
people in picture 1...
o Everybody is sitting except the girl

who is standing. .




How to describe a picture
* Everybody is playing football with the

exception of Paul, who is watching

them. ..

* Except for the crying girl, everybody
looks very happy...

® Both pictures have something 1n

common...




Grammar issues

e While describing a picture you are
expected to use the following grammar:

*There 1s/there are
E.g. In this picture there are four
people.

* Present progressive

°LE.g. The father is eating a sandwich and
his children are looking at him.




Grammar issues

e Relative clauses

®a person who..., a thing which..., a

place where, etc.

°LE.g The man who is eating a sandwich
is watching TV and the dog, which is

sitting on the tloor, is looking at him.




Grammar issues
o Linking expressions

® Because, but, however, although,

though, despite the fact, in spite of the

fact, even though, etc.

°E.g. 1 think the woman is thinking about
holidays because she is smiling.

However, her husband is not smiling.




How to describe a picture

® Check the picture description
and learn more at:

° http:/ / learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/ exams/ speaking—

exams/ describe—photo—or—picture

° http:/ /www.slideshare.net/ garceral/ describing—pictures—in—
english—class—l 1060729

° http:/ / Wwwedu.ge.ch/ po/ stael/ anglais/ G3/ Speaking/ How-

to—describe—and—interpret—pictures.htm

° http:/ / Www.tolearnenglish.com/ exercises/ exercise—english—

2/ exercise—english—91OSZ.php
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® Can you
describe the

picture?
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