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Informal English




Formal vs Informal English

® Most words and expressions used in

English are neutral.

® Sometimes we use formal language in

spoken English, e.g. annoucements.

°E.g. The p]a)/ will commence in three

minutes.




Informal English

® How long have
you been studying
English? Tell me
about it.
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Formal vs Informal English

® More commonly formal language is
used in written English, e.g. business

letters or official documents.

® Keep your receipt as pmof of purcbase.




Formal vs Informal English

® Informal language is very common in
spoken English, especially in

conversation.

® Certain types of language are often

informal.




Informal English

* Types of informal language:

® Many phrasal verbs, e.g. pick up
sth/sb, turn sth/sb down, let sb know,
ctc.

* Uses of get, e.g. Could you get me a
pen’




Informal English

* Types of informal language:
® Many 1dioms, e.g. keep an eye on sth,
out of the blue, etc.

® Many examples of vague language,
e.g. thing(s), stuff, sort of, etc.

® [ don 't like this Stujf




Stuff

e Stuff is used to refer to something

without using its name.

* We usually use stuff to replace
uncountable nouns or plural countable

nouns.

® Do you need much of this stuff’ (e.g.

washing powder, soy sauce)




Informal English

o Examples of everyday conversation:

® Hi. How's it going?
® Not bad. Andyou?

® Could you give me a hand?

® Yeah sure, no problem.




Informal English

o Examples of everyday conversation:

® What s up with Mark?

®] haven't a clue.

® What 've you been up to lately?
® Nothing much.




Informal English

o Examples of everyday conversation:

® Jake care. See you soon.

® Yeah. Cheers.

® Hang on. 1’1l be Withyou in a minute.

® Ok, but hurry up.




Cheers

® We use cheers to exXpress good wishes
when we have an alcoholic drink.

e [t is also used in informal situations to

mean either thank you or goodbye.
® See you on Monda)/.

® Yeah. Cheers.




Informal English

® Have you ever
been to an
English speaking

country?
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Task 1

e Same or different? Write S or D:
® Yeah. Yes. ...
® Cheers. Goodbye. .....

*ldon’'t know. Thaven'taclue. .....
® How's it going? How are things? .....
®No problem.  Nothing much. .....
® Recently. Lately. ...




Task 2

e Formal or Informal? Write F or I:

® Get

® Sort of

® Purchase
® Stutf

® Commence

® Out of the blue
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