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Word Expansion



Abbreviations and short

forms



Abbreviations
Some abbreviations are pronounced like

words, e.g. AIDS.

Othe abbreviations are pronounced as 

individual letters, e.g. BBC.

AIDS – Acquired immune deficiency

syndrome.

PIN – Personal identification number



Words
Can you name

any abbreviations

you know?

Do you know

what they stand

for?
[1]



Abbreviations
EU –The European Union

UN –The United Nations

CV – Curriculum vitae

IT – Information technology

DVD – Digital versatile disc

CD – Compaq disk



Abbreviations
ATM – Automatic teller machine

VAT –Value added tax

UFO – Unidentified flying object

ID card – Identity card

ISP – Internet service provider

NATO – Morth AtlanticTreaty
Organization



Shortened forms
The following shortened forms are used

commonly in spoken English.

Ad, advert – advertisement

Pub – public house

Flu – influenza

Gym – Gymnasium 



Shortened forms
Lab – laboratory

Pop (music) – popular music

Fridge – refridgerator

Paper – newspaper

Deli – delikatessen

TV, telly – television



Shortened forms
Board – blackboard; notice board

Vet – veterinary surgeon; a doctor for

animals

Bike – bicycle or motorbike

Plane – aeroplane

Micro – microphone



Measurements
Metric weight:

1g – gram

1mg – miligram

1kg – kilogram

1t - tonne
[2]



Measurements
Metric

capacity:

1cl – centilitre

1ml – millilitre

1l – litre
[3]



Measurements
Metric lenght:

1mm - millimetre

1cm – centimetre

1m – metre

1km - kilometre



Measurements
Money:

UK 1p – penny

UK 10p – pence

UK £1 – pound

USA 1c – cent

USA 10 – cents

USA $1 - (American) dollar



Measurements
Speed:

80 kph –

kilometres per 

hour

50mph – miles

per hour [4]



Task 1
Write the correct abbreviation or

symbol for each word:

Litre …..

Metre …..

Pence …..

Kilogram …..

Pound …..

Dollar …..



Task 1
Cents …..

Milligram …..

Millimetre …..

Centilitre …..

Tonne …..

Kilometres per hour …..

Miles per hour …..
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