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Prepositions of phrases



Prepositions of phrases
Prepositions + 

word(s)

By chance –

without it/sth

being planned.

We met in the shop

by chance. [1]



Prepositions of phrases
On board – on a 

plane or ship or

bus.

Are all the

passengers on 

board?
[2]



Prepositions of phrases
On purpose – with a definite

intention; not accindentally.

She broke my watch., but she didn´t do it on 

purpose.

At least – not less than, and probably

more.

It takes at least an hour to get home.



Prepositions of phrases
At first – at the beginning.

I didn´t understand him at first.

In a hurry – quickly, and usually you
haven´t enough time, in a rush.

He got up late and left in a hurry.

In advance – before a particular time.

Can I buy tickets in advance?



Prepositions of phrases
In charge of sth/sb – in a position of

control over sth/sb, responsible for

sth/sb.

Who is in charge of the office while Joe´s on 

holiday?

In general – usually, in most cases.

In general, I don´t work on Saturday.



Prepositions of phrases
In public – when other people are 

present.

I don´t like it when other people argue with

each other in public.

By mistake – when you don´t do sth

on purpose.

I did it by mistake.



Spotlight
At the end can mean in the final part, 

or when sth finishes.

At the end of the film, they go to live in New 
York.

In the end can mean finally, after a 
period of time, or in conclusion.

All the restaurants closed, so in the end we
went home.



Word(s) + prepositions
Get rid of sth/sb – throw sth away, or

make yourself free sth/sb you don´t 

want.

We got rid of our old sofa.

Take care of – help and protect

sb/sth, look after sb/sth.

She took care of her father.



Word(s) + prepositions
Approve of

sb/sth – think

that sb/sth is

good or suitable.

My mother doesn´t 

approve of men who

smoke.
[3]



Word(s) + prepositions
Insist on (doing) sth – say strongly

that you must have or do sth.

He insisted on paying for dinner.

Involved in sth – connected with sth

or taking an active part in it.

He´s become very involved in the local

politics.



Word(s) + prepositions
Care about

sb/sth – be

interested in 

sb/sth.

She cares about

people.

[4]



Task 1
Make phrases using in, at, by, or

on, and one of the words from the

box:

… advance

… general

… least

… first

… purpose



Task 1
… board

… public

… chance

… mistake

… private

… the end (of the film)

… the end (finally)
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