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Word Expansion



Prefixes



Co-/com-/con-
A prefix is a group of letters added to 

the beginning of a word to change its

meaning.

Co-/com-/con- mean with or

together:

Cooperate

Co-worker

Connect



De-
De- means

opposite or
reduce:

Demotivated

Deregulate

Decaffeinated

Decentralized

Devalue
[1]



Dis-
Dis- means opposite or negative:

Disagree

Disappear

Disapprove

Disconnect

Dislike



Inter-
Inter means between:

Interactive

Interview

International

Interpersonal

Interactive



Mis-
Mis- means wrongly or badly:

Mistake

Misinterpret

Misunderstand

Miscalculate

Misinform



Mono- and multi-
Mono- means one:

Monolingual

Monotonous

Multi- means many:

Multicultural

Multipurpose

Multinational



Pre-
Pre- means before:

Predict

Prepare

Prepaid

Prearranged

Preliminary



Post-
Post- means after:

Postgraduate

Postcript

Posterior

Posthumous

Post-natal



Pro-
Pro- means in 

favour of:

Pro-European

Proceed

Process

Proclamation

Professional [2]



Anti-
Anti- means against or opposite:

Anti-European

Antiwar

Antisocial

Anticlockwise

Anti-theft device



Re-
A prefix is a group of letters added to 

the beginning of a word to change its

meaning.

Re- means again:

Replace

Rewrite

Review

Return



Sub-
Sub- means below or under or less:

Substandard

Submarine

Subscribe

Subcontract

Subcontinent

Subdivision



Un-
Un- means

opposite:

Unlock

Unpack

Unload

Unable

Unfair

Unarmed
[3]



Negative prefixes
The opposite or negative form of an

adjective can be made with:

Dis-

Il-

Im-

In-

Ir-



Il-
Il- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Illegal

Illogical

Illegible

Illiterate

Ill-mannered



Im-
Im- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Impolite

Immoral

Impatient

Impractical

Impossible



In-
In- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Informal

Indirect

Independent

Inexperienced

Incompetent



Ir-
Ir- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Irregular

Irrelevant

Irresponsible

Irregular

Irreplaceable



Non-
Non- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Non-standard

Nonsense

Non-existent

Non-alcoholic



Un-
Non- makes a negative form of an

adjective:

Unable

Unbelievable

Unacceptable

Unemployed

Unusual



Other points
Note that many words have a prefix but

the root word does not exist without it:

Combine

Connect

Predict

Prepare

Underneath



Task 1
Fill in the missing letters:

If sth is not successful, it´s …successful.

If sth doesn´t exist, it´s …existent.

If sth isn´t predictable, 

it´s…predictable.

If sth isn´t popular, it´s …popular.

If sth isn´t efficient, it´s …efficient.



Task 2
Fill in the

correct prefix:

….. confirm

….. liminary

….. clockwise

….. interpret

….. continued [4]
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