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Compound nouns



Compound nouns
A compound

noun is formed

from two nouns, 

or an adjective

and a noun.

There are four

ways to form a 

compound noun.
[1]



Compound nouns
The compound nouns may have two

nouns written as separate words:

Bank account

Credit card

Insurance company

Distribution channel



Compound nouns
The compound nouns may be formed

by an adjective and a noun:

Fast food

Human resources

Mobile phone

Private sector



Compound nouns
The other compound nouns are joined

by a hyphen:

Baby-sitter

Brother-in-law

Dry-cleaning

Editor-in-chief



Compound nouns
Those in last group are single words

made of two parts:

Database

Email

Sunglasses

Timetable



Compound nouns
There are no definite rules about how

to write a compound noun.

Note that the form may change over

time.

E.g. email was written as e-mail.

The most common form is two separate

nouns.



Compound nouns
There are some examples:

Business

Business card

Business lunch

Business trip

Business partner



Compound nouns
Customer

Customer care

Customer needs

Customer service

Customer support

Customer

satisfaction
[2]



Compound nouns
Market

Market leader

Market sector

Market share

Market research

Market survey



Compound nouns
Price

Price list

Price reduction

Reatil price

Wholesale price

Price rise
[3]



Compound nouns
Production

Production line

Production plan

Production costs

Production problems

Production level



Compound nouns
Sales

Sales rep
(representative)

Sales team

Sales manager

Sales forecast

Sales report [4]



Task 1
Cross out the one word in italics

that does not make a common

compound noun with the word

on the right:

advertising/business/sales campaign

business/cost/market price

market/price/product range

product/production/sales target
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