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Compound adjectives



Compound adjectives
A compound

adjective is an

adjective formed

from two (or

more) words.

There are usually

written with a 

hyphen.

[1]



Compound adjectives
Here are some examples:

Air-conditioned

First-class

Last-minute

Long-distance

Short-term

Worldwide



Compound adjectives
If the adjective is written alone, not 

before a noun, there is usually no 

hyphen.

It was a first-class seat.

I travelled first class.



Compound adjectives
Many compound adjectives have well

or badly as the first word.

a well-known (writer)

a well-made (product)

a badly-paid job

a well-written essay



Compound adjectives
Can you name

any well-paid

and badly-paid

jobs?

[2]



Compound adjectives
It is common to have a number as the

first word.

two-door car

three-bedroomed flat

24-hour supermarket

one-way street

50-euro note



Compound adjectives
Many compound adjectives describe a 

person´s appearance or
personality.

dark-haired

middle-aged

good-looking

 left-handed

self-confident



Compound adjectives
In business English there are many 

compound adjectives to describe
products and services.

brand-new

high-speed

high-tech

mass-produced



Compound adjectives
Business English compound adjectives:

 labour-saving

old-fashioned

time-saving

up-to-date

well-built

well-made



Compound adjectives
Other compound adjectives:

energy-saving

fast-growing

government-funded

high-level

 interest-free

 long-term



Compound adjectives
short-term

round-table

time-consuming

well-established

well-maintained

well-run

year-round
[3]



Compound adjectives
In your opinion, 

what activities are 

time-consuming?

[4]



Task 1
Match a word on the right with a 

word on the left to make
compound adjectives:

brand- fashioned

high- friendly

old- date

user- speed

up-to- new
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