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Word Expansion



Word patterns

(Collocations)



What is a collocation?
A collocation is a pair or group of words

that are often together.There are a lot of

types of collocations. Most typically

they are:

Verb + noun

Adjective + noun

Noun + noun

Fixed expressions



Verb + noun
Make an arrangement

Set up a business

Reach a decision

His father set up the company 20 years
ago.

It is important to reach a decision this
time.

I´ve made a lot arrangements today.



Adjective + noun
Fixed cost

Part-time job

Competitive advantage

She only has a part-time job.

What are the fixed costs?

The company has a competitive advantage.



Noun + noun
Insurance company

Business plan

Information technology

Can you show me the business plan for this

year?

AXA is an insurance company.



Fixed expressions
Last but not least

Time is money

Money makes the
world go round

See you later

After a while

In a nutshell
[1]



Collocations
The English language is full of

collocations.

Why are collocations important?

Learning words individually is only half 

the story.

It is important to learn how words

combine with each other.



Collocations
Somebody or

something can … 
a company.

buy/take over

close down

establish/set 
up/start

manage/run
[2]



Collocations
Somebody or something can … 

customer/client.

attract

deal with

 look after/take care of

 lose

serve the needs of



Collocations
Somebody or something can …  a 

price/prices.

agree on

cut/lower

fix/set

guarantee

 increase/put up/raise



Collocations
Can you agree on 

a price when you

sell something?

[3]



Collocations
Somebody or something can … staff.

appoint

be in charge of

be responsible for

train

fire/dismiss

motivate



Collocations
Somebody or something can … a 

product.

advertise/promote

design/develop

distribute

export/import

 improve/upgrade

 launch



Task 1
One word in each sentence is

wrong. Cross it out and write the

correct word at the end:

Our costumer services team deals for

clients. ____

He was forced to resign of the company. 

____

I take care for my mother. ____
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