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The Oral Cavity



The Oral Cavity

The oral cavity is the first part of the 
digestive system.

 In informal English is is usually called the
mouth.



The Mouth
The mouth, or oral cavity, is the first part of 

the digestive system.  It is lined with mucous 
membrane, which produces mucus that 
helps to move partly digested food through 
the pharynx and oesophagus. In the mouth 
there are (usually) 32 teeth, the tongue and 
three pairs of salivary glands, which produce 
enzymes that help in chemical processes of 
digestion.



The Mouth

The upper part of the mouth consists of 
the hard palate, which is composed of 
bone, and the soft palate, which is 
composed of muscle tissue.



The Tongue
The tongue is covered with small taste 

buds and humans are able to 
differentiate four tastes – sweet, salty, 
sour, and bitter. The tongue helps in 
mixing food with saliva and pushes food 
into the oropharynx.



The Throat Diagram

[1]



TheTongue
The tongue is covered with small taste 

buds and humans are able to 
differentiate four tastes – sweet, salty, 
sour, and bitter. The tongue helps in 
mixing food with saliva and pushes food 
into the oropharynx.



Teeth
Teeth (singular tooth) are small whitish

structures found in the jaws and are used
to tear, scrape, and chew food.

Some animals also use teeth for hunting
or defense. 

The roots of teeth are covered by gums.



The Primary Teeth
Humans have 20 primary teeth

(deciduous or milk teeth) in children. 
Among primary teeth, 10 are found in the
(upper) maxilla and the other 10 in the
(lower) mandible.



The Permanent Teeth
Adults have 32 permanent teeth. Among

permanent teeth, 16 are found in the
maxilla and the other 16 in the mandible.



Set of Teeth
Teeth are classified as incisors, canines, 

and molars. In the primary set of teeth, 
there are two types of incisors, centrals
and laterals, and two types of molars, 
first and second. All primary teeth are 
replaced with permanent counterparts
except for molars, which are replaced by 
permanent premolars. 



The Maxillary Teeth
The maxillary teeth are the maxillary

central incisor, maxillary lateral incisor, 
maxillary canine, maxillary first premolar, 
maxillary second premolar, maxillary first
molar, maxillary second molar, and
maxillary third molar. 



The Mandibular Teeth
The mandibular teeth are the mandibular

teeth are the mandibular central incisor, 
mandibular lateral incisor, mandibular canine, 
mandibular first premolar, mandibular second
premolar, mandibular first molar, mandibular
second molar, and mandibular third molar. 
Third molars are commonly called "wisdom
teeth" and may never erupt into the mouth or
form at all.



Questions:
What do you know about the mouth?

What is the difference between the hard
palate and the soft palate?

What is the function of the tongue?

What are the functions of the teeth?

Can you name the teeth?
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