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 Vocabulary Builder 



At the restaurant 



Basic vocabulary 
A host invites the guest to go out for 

dinner. The host may call the restaurant 
first: 

I´d like to book/reserve a table for 8pm 
tonight, please. 

I´d like a table for two. 

Could I have a table by the window, 
please? 



At the restaurant 
Can you describe 

your last visit to a 

restaurant? 

[1] 



On the table 
On the table in the restaurant you will 

find: knife, fork, spoon, chopsticks, 
plate, side plate, soup bowl, napkin, 
water glass, wine glass, water jug, roll 
and butter, salt and pepper, menu and 
wine list 

Courses: aperitif, starter, main course, 
dessert and coffee 



On the table 
At the end of the meal you pay the bill 

(BrE)/check (AmE). 

Look to see if a service charge is 

included – if not you can give a tip 

directly to the waiter (AmE server) 

Don´t forget the important phrase: 

Can I have a receipt? 



Discussing the menu 
As you discuss the menu you might say: 

It all looks very good. 

You should try…They do it very well 
here. 

What are you having? 

I´m not very hungry – I don´t want a 
starter. 



Discussing the menu 
The waiter might say: 

Can I help you? 

The specials are on the board over 

there.  

It doesn´t come with vegetables – you 

have to order them separately. 



Discussing the menu 
If the food looks unfamiliar, you may 

want to ask the waiter some questions: 

What´s it made of? 

How´s it cooked? 

What does it taste like? 

What does it come with? 



Mini-dialogues 
Waiter: Are you ready to order? 

Guest: - Yes, I think so. I´ll have the 

smoked salmon as my starter, and the 

chicken as my main. 

Guest: - Not quite. Just give us a minute 

or two. 



Mini-dialogues 
Waiter: What would you like to drink? 

Guest: - A bottle of red whine, please. 

Guest: - Can we have a bottle of mineral 
water to put in the middle? 

 

Use the word ´the´to talk about specific 
food on the menu: 

 I´ll have the fish. 



Phrases during the meal 
Enjoy your meal. 

Please, help yourself. 

Cheers everyone! Cheers! 

Nice place. Do you come here often? 

- I´ve been here a couple of times. 

This is very good. How´s yours? 

-It´s delicious/excellent. 



Phrases during the meal 
Could you pass the water, please? 

- Here you are. 

Shall we have another bottle? 

- I´m fine, but please go ahead. 

Let me pay. 

- No, this one´s on me. You paid last 
time. 



Phrases during the meal 
This is on me. I insist. 

- Are you sure? 

I´ll get this. You´re my guest. 

- Thanks very much. 

It was a fantastic meal- 

- I´m glad you enjoyed it. 



At the restaurant 
Can you practise 

a dialogue during 

the meal with 

your partner? 

[2] 



Task 1 
Match an item on the left with an 

item on the right: 

A table for    list  

Soup     speciality 

Local     charge 

Service     two 

Wine     bowl   
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