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 Vocabulary Builder 



I can understand American 

English 



American English 
What do you 

know about the 

USA? 

[1] 



Differences 
There are a few differences between 

British and American English. 

The differences are in terms of 

vocabulary, grammar, and 

pronunciation. 

However, the British and the American 

generally understand each other. 

 



Grammar 
UK - Present perfect is used for any 

action in the past with a result now. 

I´ve lost my key. Have you seen it? 

US – Past simple can also be used. 

I´ve lost my key. Have you seen it? or  Did 

you see it? 

 



Grammar 
UK – British people usually say: 

Have a shower, have a break, have a holiday 

 

US – American speakers say: 

Take a shower, take a break, take a holiday 



Grammar 
UK – You can use needn´t or don´t 

need to: 

We needn´t hurry.  

Or We don´t need to hurry. 

US – Needn´t is unusual. The usual 
form is don´t need to. 

We don´t need to hurry. 

 



Grammar - prepositions 
UK – at the weekend, at weekends 

US – on the weekend, on weekends 

UK – at the front/ back (of a group) 

Let sit at the front (of the cinema). 

US – in the front/ back (of a group) 

Let sit in the front (of the cinema). 



Grammar - prepositions 
UK – fill in or fill out 

US – fill out 

Can you fill out this form? 

UK – write to somebody 

US – write (to) somebody 

Please write (to) me soon. 



(Ir)regular verbs 
UK – The verbs burn, spell, etc. can 

be regular or irregular (burned or 

burnt, spelled or spelt) 

 

US – These verbs are normally regular 

(burned, spelled) 



Spelling 
UK – travel – travelling/travelled 

US – travel – traveling/traveled 

 

UK – cancel – cancelling/cancelled 

US – cancel – canceling/canceled 



Spelling 
UK    US 

Centre    Center 

Metre    Meter 

Colour    Color 

Harbour   Harbor 

Tumour   Tumor   

  



Vocabulary 
UK    US  

Flat    Apartment 

Taxi    Cab 

Shopping centre  Mall    

Shop    Store 

Handbag   Purse 



Vocabulary 
UK    US 

Chemist   Drugstore 

Railway   Railroad 

Secondary school High school 

Cinema   Movie theatre 

Film    Movie 



American English 
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Vocabulary 
UK    US 

Sweets    Candy 

Mobile (phone)  Cell (phone) 

Chips    French fries 

Lift    Elevator 

Lorry    Truck 

Biscuits   Cookies 



Vocabulary 
UK    US 

Return (ticket)  Round trip 

Pavement   Sidewalk 

Underground  Subway 

Holiday   Vaccation 

Petrol    Gasoline/Gas 

Rubbish   Garbage/Trash 



Task 1 
Fill in the missing 

letters (AE): 

e_ e _ _ t _ _ 

g _ _ r _ _ g _ 

s _ b _w _ _ 

g _ s _ _ i _ _ 

a _ a _t _ _t 
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