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Culture of English Speaking Countries



Thanksgiving



THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

 The Pilgrim Fathers, who founded the
Thanksgiving tradition, arrived in America in 
September 1620.

 It was a very difficult journey for them.

 They sailed from Plymouth, England across the
Atlantic Ocean, on a ship called the Mayflower, 
to Cape Cod in North America.

 They left England because of religion, and
because they wanted land for their families.



THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

 They wanted to start a new life and practise
their religion in freedom.

 The Pilgrims sailed for 66 dangerous days.

When they arrived they called their new home
New England.

 However, they were not the first people to live 
there.

 The Indians or Native Americans were there
first.



THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

 The first winter was very severe for them.

 From the 110 Pilgrims who left England and

the crew who left England, less than 50 people

survived.

Many Pilgrims died because the winter was

very cold and they had only little food.

 In the spring, Native inhabitants decided to 

help them showing them how to grow corn.



THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

 The two Native Inhabitans, who spoke English

– Squanto and Samoset, also showed them

plants to treat the illnesses.

 They also showed them how to hunt for food

and how to build better houses.

 In the autumn 1621 they celebrated the first

successful harvest.



THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

 To thank the Native Americans, the Pilgrims

invited them to a special dinner to celebrate

the harvest, their new home, and their

friendship.

 This special dinner was the first Thanksgiving.

 The first Thansgiving dinner lasted fot three

days.



THE FIRST THANKSGIVING

[1]



THANKSGIVING TODAY

 The date of Thanksgiving in the USA has 

changed three times.

 Now, it is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in 

November.

 It is a celebration of a of the bounty of food

and the warmth of family life in the USA.

Most American families still have a 

Thanksgiving dinner.



THANKSGIVING DINNER

 Traditionally, the Thansgiving dinner includes:

 Turkey with gravy

 Autumn vegetables

Mashed potato with gravy

 Stuffing

 Pumpkins

 Squashes



THANKSGIVING DINNER

 Sweet potatoes (yams)

 Corn

 Beets

 Cranberry salad

 Pumkin pie is a typical desert

 Beer

Wine



THANKSGIVING FOOD

[2] [3]



OTHER TRADITIONS

 Before dinner people take turns sharing what

they are most thankful for about the previous

year.

 After dinner people watch American football

and relax.

 People enjoy being with their family.



OTHER TRADITIONS

Many Americans enjoy a four-day holiday at

Thanksgiving.

 They travel long distances to be able to see

their family.

 Plane tickets are very expensive at

Thanksgiving.

 Some Americans also contribute time and food

to those in need and the homeless.



THANKSGIVING PRAYER

 Let´s be thankful for this day

 For our friends and for our play

 Let´s be thankful, let´s be glad

 For the food and things we have

 Let´s give thanks for you and me

 And our home and family



THANKSGIVING POEM

Mr Turkey

Mr Turkey

 Run Away

 Run away

 If you don´t be careful

 You will be a mouthful

 Thanksgiving day

 Thanksgiving day



QUESTIONS:

What do you know about the history of
Thanksgiving?

Who were the Pilgrim fathers?

What was the Maylower?

 Can you name any Thanksgiving traditions?

What does the Thanksgiving dinner consist of?

Why are plane tickets expensive at
Thanksgiving?



SEZNAM POUŽITÉ LITERATURY A PRAMENŮ:

1. SRIDHAL1000 [cit. 2012-09-13]. Dostupný pod licencí Creative Commons na WWW: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_first_Thanksgiving_1621.jpg

2. MANSKE, Magnus [cit. 2012-09-13]. Dostupný pod licencí Creative Commons na WWW:

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_England_Thanksgiving_Dinner.jpg

3. MULTICHILL, Bot [cit. 2012-09-13]. Dostupný pod licencí Creative Commons na WWW: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-

_USDAgov.jpg

4. MAGUIRE Jackie, Seasons and Celebrations. 10. vyd. Oxford: OUP, 2008. ISBN 0-19-

4228487, s. 14-15.

5. Angličtina. Maturitní témata.  2. vyd. Třebíč: Vydavatelství Petra Velanová, 2008. ISBN 978-

80-86873-04-6, s. 79-87.

6. BORSBEY, Janet – SWAN, Ruth. Crossing Cultures. Reálie anglicky mluvících zemí. 1. vyd. 

Dubicko: Infoa, 2007. ISBN: 978-80-7240-683-8, s. 132-133.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_first_Thanksgiving_1621.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_England_Thanksgiving_Dinner.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-_USDAgov.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-_USDAgov.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-_USDAgov.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-_USDAgov.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:11.09.11_Turkey_top_questions_blog_-_Flickr_-_USDAgov.jpg

