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Culture of English Speaking Countries



The New Year



THE NEW YEARS DAYS

 The New Year´s Eve – Dcember 31

 The New Year´s Day – January 1



NEW YEAR´S EVE

 New Year´s Eve is celebrated on December 31

 People go to parties, bars, or restaurants with

friends in the evening.

 Sometimes they meet outside in big squares.

 In New York City thousands of people gather in 

Times Square).

 In London people meet in Trafalgar Square.



NEW YEAR´S EVE

 Street celebrations in big cities are televised.

 ¨Just before midnight, people look at the

clock, and together they count the last 10 

seconds before the New Year begins.

 At midnight people drink champagne, light

some fireworks, shake hands, kiss, and wish a 

Happy New Year.



NEW YEAR´S EVE
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HOGMANAY

 In Scotland, New Year´s Eve has a special

name: Hogmanay.

 There is a tradition called the first footing.

 The first person to come into the house in the

New Year is the first foot:

 If he is a tall, dark man, he will bring good luck.

 He must carry some food.



HOGMANAY

 He must also bring some money and a piece of

coal for the fire.

 People in Scotland eat special food for

festivals: haggis (round sausage, usually made

from sheep meat).

 It is celebrated more intensively in Scotland

(street parties, Scottish music, dancing, 

parades, fireworks).



NEW YEAR´S DAY

 New Year´s Day is celebrated on January 1.

 It is a holiday for most people.

Many people stay at home and relax.

 The banks and many shops do not open.

Most people go back to work on January 2.

 In Scotland they have a two days´holiday and

go back to work on January 3.



NEW YEAR´S DAY

 At this time of the year, a lot of people make

New Year´s resolutions.

 They decide to do something different to be a 

better person.

 For example, they say: “I am going to stop 

smoking”.

 After January 1, shops are busy with January

sales.



NEW YEAR´S DAY

 New Year´s Day is often a time for having

guests at home.

 Titles and decorations are also awarded by the

Queen on this day.



HAPPY NEW YEAR
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QUESTIONS:

 How is New Year celebrated in English

speaking countries?

What are the traditions?

What do you know about Hogmanay?

 How do you celebrate New Year?

 Have you ever made a New Year´s resolution?

 How are you going to celebrate this year?
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