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Poppy Day



POPPY DAY

 Poppy Day, 11 November, is the day when

people in Britain remember the soldiers who

died in the First World War (1914-1918), the

Second World War (1939-1945) and all other

wars since.

 It is celebrate within the Commonwealth.



POPPY DAY

 Other names for Poppy Day are:

 Remembrance Day

 Armistice Day



POPPY DAY
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POPPY DAY

 It is celebrated on November 11 to remember

the end of the First World War which ended on 

that day.

 The First World War formally ended "at the 

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month," 

in accordance with the Armistice, signed

between 5.12 and 5.20 that morning.



POPPY DAY

 The day was specifically dedicated by King 

George V on 7 November 1919 as a day of 

remembrance for members of the armed 

forces who were killed during World War I.

 For ex-soldiers it was very difficult, often

impossible to find a job.

 So some of them started making and selling

red paper poppies.



POPPY DAY

 They gave the money that they raised to ex-

soldiers who were disabled or unemployed, 

and to the families of soldiers who had died in 

the war.

 The choice of flower was significant.

 During the war there were poppies blooming

every year across some of the worst 

battlefields of Flanders in World War I.



POPPY - SYMBOL

 Their brilliant red colour is an appropriate 

symbol for the blood spilled in the war.

 The first chapter of In Flanders Fields and 

Other Poems, a 1919 collection of McCrae's 

works, gives the text of the poem as follows:

 In Flanders fields the poppies blow

 Between the crosses, row on row,

 That mark our place…



POPPY FIELD
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POPPY DAY TODAY

 Before Poppy Day millions of British people buy

and wear small poppies.

 Some people choose to wear white poppies

because they think that white symbolises

peace.

 Then, at 11 am on 11 November (the moment 

when the First World War ended) there´s a 

two-minute silence.



POPPY DAY TODAY

Many people stop to think about the soldiers

who died.

 There are ceremonies at war memorials in 

towns and villages all over the country.

 The most important ceremony is in London.

 The Queen and the Prime Minister lay wreaths

of poppies at the Cenotaph, a monument on 

Whitehall, to soldiers who died in wars.



QUESTIONS:

What is Poppy Day?

When is Poppy Day celebrated?

 Do you know any other names for Poppy Day?

 How is Poppy day celebrated in Britain today?

 Do we have any similar tradition in the Czech

Republic?
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